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purposively endowed the executive branch, 
she will, in effect, be unable to govern the 
country. 

President-elect Moscoso has outgrown the 
charges made against her of being a decora-
tive figure who inherited a titular role in the 
party because of her late husband, Pres. 
Arnulfo Arias. This image along with other 
factors marred her prospects in the 1994 pres-
idential campaign, which she lost to Pérez 
Balladares. Since then, she has made herself 
known throughout Panama by waging a tire-
less grassroots campaign, touring city and 
countryside to keep in touch with Panama-
nians of all stations. She proved her grit in 
intra-party squabbles when she snuffed out 
Alberto Vallarino’s 1998 challenge her rule in 
her party’s presidential primaries. 

It is unfair to her and the Panamanian 
people that the country is almost doomed to 
remain a victim of the baleful and corrupt 
legacies of past dictatorships, and that Pérez 
Balladares and his PRD could jeopardize the 
administrative of the first woman president 
of Panama, who will also assume, in the 
name of her country, responsibilities of run-
ning the Panama Canal.
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CELEBRATING THE RICH HISTORY 
OF NORTHPORT, MICHIGAN 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 1999

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
call your attention to the small community of 
Northport, a unique and rustic village on the 
beautiful Leelanau Peninsula in northwestern 
Lower Michigan. This richly diverse commu-
nity, which draws its heritage from Native 
Americans and many other cultures, is cur-
rently celebrating its 150th birthday with a 
schedule of festivities that will last more than 
a month. 

The celebration began on June 11 with a re-
enactment of the event that would lead to the 
creation of the village, the 1849 landing of 
Rev. George and Arvilla Smith, accompanied 
by Chief Peter Wakazoo and more than 40 
families, most of them Native American. 

As local lore relates, the town experienced 
a population boom in the mid-1800s after Dea-
con Joseph Dame wrote to the New York Trib-
une, extolling the benefits of the area. By 
1859, according to the Sesquicentennial bro-
chure, ‘‘Northport was the largest community 
in northwest Michigan, with 400 residents, two 
wharfs, five general stores, three hotels, sev-
eral saloons, a sawmill and the first organized 
school district in Leelanau County.’’

As part of the festivities, residents and visi-
tors can take a walking tour of the community, 
viewing the homes of early settlers whose 
lives were intertwined with Northport’s 15 dec-
ades of history. Typical of such homes is that 
of the Eli Bordeaux family, which was on its 
way to Frankfort, Mich., by boat in 1867 when 
a storm forced them to take shelter in the 
Northport Harbor. As the guide books relate, 
family members liked what they saw and de-
cided to stay. Eli, a farmer, built the home, 
which remains today. 

This story and this home, Mr. Speaker, are 
just a small part of the rich heritage of the 
community represented in this walking tour. 

Many other events, including an original 
drama, a powwow presented by the Grand 
Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indi-
ans, and an ongoing exhibit of community arti-
facts in a rehabilitated civic building are just 
part of the many weeks’ activities. 

When communities like Northport hold such 
celebrations, they certainly have in mind a 
goal of promoting the event to attract visitors, 
many of them perhaps visiting for the first 
time. Northport’s events, however, are a true 
celebration for the residents themselves of a 
rich and unique heritage on a peninsula 
whose name means ‘‘delight of life.’’ The 
name reflects not only the picturesque com-
munity and the surrounding area, but also the 
wonderfully moderated temperatures caused 
by the surrounding water. In fact, despite its 
location more than halfway to the North Pole, 
both tourism and fruit production are vital parts 
of the area’s economy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my House col-
leagues to join me in congratulating this spe-
cial community in my district, the 1st Congres-
sional District of Michigan, and in wishing its 
residents joy in their celebration and a future 
that continues rich in those intangibles that 
have created its wonderful quality of life. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF WILLIE LEE 
GLASS 

HON. RALPH M. HALL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 1999

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a truly fine American—
Mrs. Willie Lee Glass of Tyler, TX—who died 
May 2, 1999. In honor of her tireless efforts in 
the East Texas area, Mrs. Glass received 
many awards and accolades including, the 
People of Vision award and induction into the 
Texas Women’s Hall of Fame. 

Mrs. Glass was born August 24, 1910, in 
Nacogdoches, TX, to the late E.J. and Mary 
Campbell, both educators. She left 
Nacogdoches to attend Prairie View A&M and 
later received her master’s degree from Iowa 
State. As a result of her strong family back-
ground in education, Willie returned to East 
Texas to serve as a homemaking consultant 
for the Texas Education Agency. She was 
also an active member of the Texas College 
Board of Trustees, the American Red Cross, 
the University of Texas at Tyler Foundation, 
and the Stephen F. Austin University Founda-
tion. She was presented numerous tributes 
from the people of East Texas such as induc-
tion into the Nacogdoches Heritage Festival 
Hall of Fame and recognition as a Philan-
thropy Day Awards Outstanding Volunteer 
honoree. 

Mrs. Glass was preceded in death by her 
husband, Dr. D.R. Glass, a 30-year president 
of Texas College. They were both members of 
the St. Paul CME Church. Willie’s passion for 
education still runs deep even after her death, 
as a memorial scholarship has recently been 
established in her name at Texas College. 

Mr. Speaker, as we adjourn today, let us do 
so in honor and in respect for this truly out-
standing American—Mrs. Willie Lee Glass. 

HONORING BRUNDIDGE VFW POST 
7055 FOR EXEMPLARY SERVICE 
TO VETERANS 

HON. TERRY EVERETT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 1999

Mr. EVERETT. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
spotlight public service efforts of a veterans 
organization in my Southeast Alabama con-
gressional district which I feel are truly exem-
plary. 

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7055 in 
Brundidge, Alabama has volunteered its time, 
talents and resources to construct a fitting me-
morial on the grave site of a deceased veteran 
renowned in life for his generosity and self-
lessness. 

When the members of VFW Post 7055 
learned that the grave site of former veteran 
and Presidential ‘‘Point of Light,’’ J.D. Wil-
liams, was largely ignored, they sprang into 
action. 

To honor the late veteran who before had 
spent decades selflessly decorating the graves 
of other veterans, VFW Post 7055 placed new 
coping and chipped marble on his humble 
Pike County, Alabama grave site and topped 
it off with a permanent American flag pole. 

Their future plans include adding a bronze 
plaque to honor the memory of this remark-
able veteran who was known for decorating at 
his own expense literally thousands of South-
east Alabama veteran graves with flags and 
white wooden crosses 

The late J.D. Williams’ selflessness earned 
him national recognition some ten years ago 
as one of President George Bush’s ‘‘Points of 
Light.’’ He passed away in July of 1994 and 
was buried in Union Hill Cemetery near Troy, 
Alabama. 

According to a recent article in The Pike 
County News, ‘‘the Brundidge VFW Post has 
made it a perpetual organizational project to 
upgrade, beautify and maintain Mr. Williams’ 
grave site.’’

I join the U.S. House of Representatives in 
commending the membership of the 
Brundidge, Alabama VFW Post 7055 for their 
generosity and patriotism. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF NACOGDOCHES COUN-
TY ELECTED OFFICIALS 

HON. JIM TURNER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 1999

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of three extraordinary East Tex-
ans: Robert Spencer, Dorothy Tigner and 
Eddie Upshaw, all elected law officials in 
Nacogdoches County which I represent as 
part of Texas’ Second Congressional District. 

In an age where community action and poli-
tics are often, unfortunately, viewed with an in-
different or cynical eye, it is both uplifting and 
inspiring to encounter instances where public 
servants, through their professional efforts in 
and for the community, earn for themselves 
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the gratitude and high regard of their fellow 
citizens. This is certainly true in the case of 
these three public officials who were recently 
awarded recognition by their peers and col-
leagues in the Commissioners’ Court of 
Nacogdoches County. 

County citizens are fortunate to have work-
ing on their behalf individuals such as Mr. 
Robert Spencer, who as the first African-
American Justice of the Peace in 
Nacogdoches County, has played an integral 
role in educating the community’s children on 
the dangers of drug use and school truancy. 
Prior to his election to this post, Mr. Spencer 
also served as a Deputy Sheriff in 
Nacogdoches County. His colleagues in the 
community have duly recognized his valuable 
work to establish and facilitate improved com-
munication between the court system and law 
enforcement centers in the area. 

Nacogdoches County organizations and 
boards truly have a friend in Dorothy Tigner, 
who was elected last year to serve as Justice 
of the Peace. As such she is the first woman 
to serve in this post. Prior to this, Ms. Tigner 
served for 5 years as the Administrative Court 
Assistant for the 145th Judicial District Court. 
In what must be limited free time, Dorothy 
Tigner plays an active role in the community, 
serving in several public service organizations 
including the Nacogdoches County Child Wel-
fare Board and the Nacogdoches County 
Community Justice Counsel. 

A graduate of the East Texas Police Acad-
emy, Mr. Eddie Upshaw plays an integral role 
in the daily law enforcement activities of 
Nacogdoches County. Following 9 years spent 
with the Nacogdoches Police Department, Mr. 
Upshaw went on to work for the Nacogdoches 
County Sheriff’s Department. In 1992, voters 
made evident their support of his efforts by 
electing Eddie Upshaw to the post of County 
Constable. He is the first African-American to 
serve in this post and continues in his impor-
tant work to reduce truancy in County schools. 
In addition, Mr. Upshaw’s numerous articles 
regarding the civil aspect of law enforcement 
have been published in local newspapers. 

I’m sure my Texas colleagues join me in 
paying tribute to these three individuals. Their 
past experience and continuing accomplish-
ments in the public service realm are a credit 
to the community in which they serve, and we 
wish them well in the journey and challenges 
which surely lie on the path ahead. 

f

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 
COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT ACT 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 1999

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, twenty-two 
years ago, the U.S. Congress voted to enact 
the Community Reinvestment Act (CRA). 
Since that time, the provisions of CRA have 
provided unparalleled economic opportunity in 
the poorest of our country’s communities. In 
the inner-city neighborhoods of Cleveland, 
families are realizing the dream of home-
ownership, real estate markets are rising and 
small businesses are breathing new life into 

areas once redlined and hopeless. With the in-
vestments sparked by CRA, Cleveland has le-
veraged a higher quality of life in these neigh-
borhoods and established a solid infrastructure 
to support economic growth throughout the 
area. It is estimated that CRA has resulted in 
investment commitments of $3.1 billion for 
community development efforts in Cleveland. 
Nationally, CRA has spurred investments total-
ing more than one trillion dollars in cities and 
rural areas across the country. Today, I urge 
my colleagues to continue our commitment to 
growth and stability in the underserved com-
munities of America by protecting and 
strengthening CRA through the financial mod-
ernization legislation. In this time of great eco-
nomic prosperity, it is our sacred trust to guar-
antee that hope and opportunity are extended 
to all Americans, in every community and in 
every neighborhood. 
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VETERANS ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
AND SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOP-
MENT ACT OF 1999

SPEECH OF 

HON. ENI F. H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 1999

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 1568, a bill to estab-
lish an office of Veterans Business Develop-
ment within the Small Business Administration. 

Mr. Speaker, our nation again finds itself in 
a position of being unable to meet the recruit-
ing goals of its armed services. To make mat-
ters worse, the military departments are also 
finding it difficult to retain service members in 
sufficient numbers to meet authorized man-
power requirements to preserve our national 
defense. 

The causes of these personnel shortages 
are many, but they fall into the general cat-
egory of low pay, long hours, and too much 
time away from home. Many service members 
who do stay in the service long enough to be 
eligible for veterans benefits find it difficult to 
obtain meaningful employment when they get 
out of the service. 

This bill will provide some help in this area. 
The legislation will direct the SBA and VA to 
work together to establish a program to assist 
veterans, including service-disabled veterans, 
through small business development centers. 
These centers would provide training and 
counseling to veterans concerning the forma-
tion, management, financing, marketing and 
operation of small business concerns, provide 
assistance and information regarding procure-
ment opportunities with federal, state and local 
agencies, and compile a list of small busi-
nesses owned and controlled by service-dis-
abled veterans which provide goods or serv-
ices which could be procured by the federal 
government. 

Mr. Speaker, this is an excellent bill which 
addresses an immediate need, and I urge my 
colleagues to support it. 

KINROSS TOWNSHIP CELEBRATES 
ITS CENTENNIAL AND ITS ECO-
NOMIC RECOVERY 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 30, 1999

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to residents of the Charter Town-
ship of Kinross, who are celebrating their cen-
tennial with a spirit of optimism. The celebra-
tion and the optimism of this northern Michi-
gan community is especially inspiring, Mr. 
Speaker, because Kinross Township continues 
to struggle economically to recover from the 
Air Force decision to turn out the lights and 
turn the key on Kincheloe Air Force Base in 
September 1977. This military departure, 
which occurred far before the formal base clo-
sure program of the early 1990s, left a shell of 
an economy, a ghost of a community, and in-
frastructure and pollution problems that still 
must be dealt with today. 

Kinross Township is working hard on its 
own recovery. The Centennial Ceremonies are 
an affirmation of that effort and a rededication 
to its fulfillment. The Centennial lets many 
township residents look back to their roots in 
the Eastern Upper Peninsula of Michigan, 
where their ancestors settled as lumbermen 
and farmers after the railroad opened up the 
territory. 

Quilting has knit the community together for 
generations, and a special community quilt 
and a community blanket highlighting the 
area’s history are among the Centennial activi-
ties. 

The proximity of the Soo Locks guaranteed 
a U.S. military presence somewhere near 
Sault Ste. Marie to guard this vital facility. The 
locks were an essential link between the Great 
Lakes of Superior and Huron in bringing Great 
Plains wheat and iron ore from Minnesota and 
northern Michigan to lower Midwest ports and 
steel mills. The airport at Kinross was des-
ignated in June 1941, eventually growing to 
become a Strategic Air Command base and 
serving as home to B–52H bombers and KC–
135 tankers. The base was named Kincheloe 
for Air Force Capt. Ivan C. Kincheloe Jr., a 
Michigan native, Korean War ace, and test 
pilot killed in an accident over the Mojave 
Desert in 1956. 

An impact study prepared by the Air Force 
at the time of the closing noted Kincheloe was 
a $55 million per year operation, with a signifi-
cant portion of that funding spent in the local 
area. The impact of the loss of this income on 
the businesses and permanent residents of 
this largely rural area can only be imagined. 

I have worked closely with community offi-
cials in Kinross, Mr. Speaker. Unlike our most 
recent base closing, which have included envi-
ronmental cleanup of military sites before their 
turnover to civilian ownership and operation, 
and which have included large infusions of 
economic aid, the recovery of Kinross has 
been to a large extent a bootstrap effort. We 
have had some joint successes, such as the 
designation of the former base as the nation’s 
first rural site to be designated a ‘‘brownfield,’’ 
and we have worked to obtain funding for the 
former airport, now Chippewa County Inter-
national Airport. 
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